EKG at triage slashes door-to-aspirin time.
Giving all chest pain patients an electrocardiogram (EKG) in triage can significantly improve treatment times and quality of care and it eliminates the need to prioritize patients and takes undue pressure off the nurses, ED managers say. Triage delays in chest pain evaluation are eliminated by giving all patients the same treatment. Time to first aspirin at one hospital was slashed from 67 minutes to eight minutes. Asking nurses to differentiate patients on the basis of an interview and a set of vitals is unrealistic, managers say.